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Community-based Cooperation and Organization of Small-scale Household
Producers: A Case Study of Village Committee-led Efforts
in Agricultural Modernization

FENG Xiao

Abstract: In the pursuit of guiding small-scale household producers to actively participate in the
development of modern agriculture, the academic community has predominantly focused on the
organization modes of “company +smallholders” and “specialized farmer cooperatives +smallholders”
from the lens of interest connection. Unfortunately, this has led to the oversight of the multi-element
cooperation between village collectives and small producers. Within the framework of agricultural
governance research, this paper delves into the analysis of the developmental trajectory followed by
small producers in Shouguang A village, located in Shandong Province, as they strive to achieve the
transformation and advancement of the agricultural industry. This is accomplished through the
establishment of diverse community-based cooperative organizations under the leadership of the village
collective. Emphasizing market transactions, land integration, public goods, and funding
requirements, this study explores the intricate interplay between the varied needs of small producers,
community governance pressures, innovative impulses disseminated by local administration to village
collectives, and the organizational requisites for small producers to engage with both the market and the
state. The proposed community cooperation pathway not only resolves the challenges stemming from a
socially divided labor structure driven by economic efficiency, but also places significant importance on
social equity and the organizational system’s focus on the welfare of the village, thereby enhancing the
governance efficiency of the village collective and augmenting the overall satisfaction of farmers.
Ultimately, this integration of industrial development and social governance enables the realization of
agricultural modernization, with small farmers positioned as the primary driving force. Moreover, it
offers valuable insights that can contribute to the Chinese agricultural modernization endeavors based on
a peasant economy in this new era.

Keywords; Small-scale Household Producers; Agricultural Governance; Community-based

Cooperation; Agricultural Modernization
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